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Visit to Painswick Rococo Garden                                                               
Thursday 16th February 2017 Depart Jacob’s Wells Road 9.30 am                              

Christ Church 9.40 am,  Clifton Cathedral 9.45 am and return to Bristol 3.45 pm 

Rococo style gardening was an 18th century combination of geometric features and 
winding paths revealing surprising vistas and Painswick is a rare survival of this style 
of gardening. However, our main reason for this visit is to see the snowdrops in the 
snowdrop wood. Also in the ten acres of garden are a maze and, hopefully, early 
flowering wild flowers. Coffee and lunch will be available at the garden. 

The cost of the visit will be £23.50 per person which includes the coach fare, driver’s 
gratuity and entrance. Please complete the enclosed booking form and send with a 
cheque payable to the Clifton Garden Society and an S.A.E. for confirmation to Gillian 
Joseph, 46 Princess Victoria Street, Clifton, BS8 4BZ (Phone: 973 7296) no later than 
Friday, 27th January. If you would prefer your confirmation to be sent by   e-mail please 
include your e-mail address on the application form. 

REPORT ON THE VISITS TO BARRINGTON COURT  AND TINTINHULL 
GARDENS WEDNESDAY 17 AUGUST 2016 

After two successive very hot sunny days, the morning while we waited for the Turner’s 
Coach was grey and chilly. What to wear? The excellent Steve drove up precisely on 
time and we started the scenic day well by being taken to Somerset past Harbourside 
then on to the M5 by way of the villages of Flax Bourton, Backwell, and Cleeve. When  
the sun appeared at about 10.15 we relaxed and an hour later we were driving, very 
carefully and slowly, through the village of Barrington which has an amazing number 
of large thatched roofs of quite complex shapes.     And so to Barrington Court: 

The approach to the House (two joined together), was through a series of garden 
rooms which made good use of sunny sheltered walls, the first having an extensive fig 
tree in fine condition. We passed  large beds -  miniature meadows - of yellow poppies; 
cornflowers; wild flowers and hollyhocks.  The vegetable gardens were where  
lavender beds gave us the first pleasure of seeing groups of white butterflies and  
hearing the sound of bees.  We went on  through arches supporting white flowered 
squash plants, and rows of multi-coloured sweet peas carrying pea pods as well as  
scented flowers   Another sheltered wall was covered with espaliered pears   Then to 
the  refreshing white flower garden, followed by the pond garden which had striking 
dark red dahlias, to a sight of the house itself. 

Time for lunch, appetites whetted by the sight of all those home grown vegetables…. 
Would there be a queue for lunch, as experienced in other NT houses?  No!   As well 
as an outdoor terrace area there were several spacious dining rooms all with stately 
wooden paneling. A fine dining atmosphere, and good fresh food served in a short 
time after trouble-free ordering.  I was considerably mellowed by the dry cider 
produced from the estate’s own orchards.  The insides of the two houses joined 
together were all overwhelmingly paneled and the sight of so much linen-fold paneling 
in one room was extraordinary. None of this was original, all having been collected 
over years by Colonel Lyle as a labour of love and  therapy after the first world war. 
So much effort and money devoted to a house which he leased from the National Trust 
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as ruins, and never owned, so he was not able to be pass it on to his family, although 
they still have an attachment to the property. 

In the center  of one of the component houses is an area with an ornamental pool, 
which is decorated with large pots holding banana plants with amazingly enormous 
brown leaves. They have not been there for very long but the staff are hoping for a 
home grown crop. 

This visit is one that I would recommend to any-one. Although, with the mixed weather, 
parts of some of the planted gardens were a little tired and ragged, there is more than 
enough to enjoy and admire. So many more plants and vegetables than I have 
mentioned. My lasting impression is the profound peace and quiet that surrounds the 
house with green lawns and trees stretching off into the distance. Those deck chairs 
under the trees were so inviting. 

But on to Tintinhull Gardens: Again, there were separate  garden rooms but on a more 
domestic scale than we had experienced in the morning. Again some signs of distress 
in patches, but comfortable and calming over all, with some seating areas.  Of the 
many plants there were kniphofia with a colour very much cooler than red hot, white 
hibiscus, white mop head hydrangeas, white Japanese anemones 5.5ft high, datura, 
and a few remaining magnolia grandiflora to relax us after the journey. I was pleased 
to see areas of ornamental grasses as wellas  pampas, fine begonias .with red flowers 
against dark foliage, cyclamen still in bloom and  vegetables doing well. I observed a 
large sedum flopping out from the centre, as does ours, and am grateful to Gillian 
Joseph for telling me about the desirable “Chelsea Chop” which I must do next year. I 
also learned from David Speller about the plant lysimachia, if I got it right) which was 
pollinated by wasps. Other things I remember are the little frog ladders at the edge of 
ponds, dragon flies, and one tortoiseshell butterfly near the verbena and buddleia.  
One very special thing about this garden is that the resident gardener is so 
knowledgeable with a record book to back it up, who  is pleased to be helpful and had  
detailed discussions with many of us, especially with David Speller. 

I will finish by recording that all National Trust staff, mainly volunteers, we met were 
as friendly and helpful as any-one could wish.                                       Brian Edwards  

VISIT TO BICTON PARK BOTANICAL GARDENS ON OCTOBER 20TH 

Bicton itself has roots going back to Saxon times and is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book though there has not been a village of Bicton as such since the Black Death 
struck in the 14th century.  The medieval manor was rebuilt in the 16th century and the 
Italian Garden, believed to be based on a plan prepared by Andre le Notre who 
designed Versailles, was built in about 1735.  In 1750 the Tudor mansion was 
demolished and work began on the present Bicton House.  In the first half of the 18 th 
century the Park gradually began to look much as it does now.   Just after the Second 
World War, Devon County Council rented the House as an agricultural college, finally 
buying it in 1957 and in 1999 Bicton was fully opened to visitors. 

After a much needed coffee, we set out to explore.  We first visited the Palm House 
which is about 20 years older than the one at Kew.  It is very tall and entirely glazed 
with some 18,000 overlapping glass panes, originally hand moulded so as to be thicker 
at the edges to enable  water to run away from the ironwork.  The panes were replaced 
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in 1985 when the whole building was renovated.  The centre-piece of the current 
collection of palms is the Madagascan triangle palm.  The Countryside Museum is full 
of agricultural exhibits including a comprehensive display of traction engines.  In the 
same building is the Reg Imray collection of cars and motor cycles spanning over 70 
years.  A couple of our party had to be restrained from leaping on the 1984 Harley 
Davidson and roaring round the park! 

There was so much to see.  The Orangery – now the restaurant – is framed by a 
wisteria which is 180 years old and appears very healthy.  It looks down over the Italian 
Garden to the Square Pond with its tall fountain, once powered by gravity but now by 
electricity.  The herbaceous borders round the Italian Garden were, sadly, past their 
best as was the American Garden but it was easy to imagine what they look like in 
mid- summer. 

One of the best ways of seeing the estate is to take a trip on the Bicton Woodland 
Railway which takes the visitor on a half hour trip round the Great Lake and through 
the Pinetum and the Arboretum. The Great Lake was built by hand by French PoWs 
who also excavated a sunken avenue on a hill outside the Park from where an obelisk 
looks straight down to the Orangery.  Going through the Arboretum and Pinetum is an 
amazing experience – I spent most of the time craning my neck to look up at the 
immensely tall conifers, the majority of which are American.  One of the Wellingtonias 
is huge with a trunk circumference of 82ft, while a sequoia at 371ft, is the tallest in the 
world. There were also trees from China, including a very rare ginko, and “Five Trees 
of Kiso” which were specially protected by the Shogun rulers of ancient Japan. Native 
trees are not forgotten though, one particular one being the Lucombe Oak, an 
evergreen cork oak which had crossed with a Turkey oak.  It was extraordinarily 
impressive, even to one as horticulturally challenged as I am. 

In 1850 the medieval church was partially demolished to form a `planned ruin` for the 
Rolle family mausoleum, designed by Pugin.  Lady Louisa Rolle commissioned the 
church in memory of her husband whose family inherited the estate in the late 1700s. 
Apparently, she rode to worship there in a four-horse carriage driven by livered 
postillions.  It is very ornate, with carvings representing 50 English kings and queens 
and numerous monuments to the Rolle family. 

We ended the day in the Garden Centre and shop, as you do, after a cream tea which 
was the perfect ending to a full and very satisfying day. Thank you, Anne, for 
organising it.                                                                                          Brenda Thomas. 

 

RIVERSIDE GARDEN CENTRE 

Many congratulations to the café at Riverside Garden Centre which has 
been included in the Telegraph’s list of the top 25 gourmet garden centres!   
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DAVID SPELLER’S GARDEN MISCELLANY  

At the time of writing the lovely ‘Indian Summer’ of mild, sunny weather seems to be 
coming to an end, with light frosts in parts of Bristol. Daffodil and most other bulbs 
should be planted before the end of November, but tulips will often do well even if 
planted in early January. I tend to be planting mixed varieties in containers, to give a 
sequence and attractive combinations, and I plant them all in October. Combinations 
of pairs of tulip varieties are frequently sold now, and look appealing in the bulb 
catalogues, but in some cases the two components flower at different times. or are 
quite unmatched in growth habit.1  

Garden magazines tend to reflect the plants in bloom at the time, which can only 
engender a resolution to plant next year. The autumn-flowering bulbs, colchicums, 
crocuses,2 cyclamen, are so very rewarding in their regular appearance. It might be 
tempting to grow the glamorous ‘spice’, saffron, the most expensive cooking ingredient 
by weight,  composed of the long, feathery styles of Crocus sativus, dried and matured. 
This species, however, is infertile and does not naturalise, It is frost sensitive, and the 
gathering and preparation tend to be laborious.2 The styles of most other ‘autumn 
crocuses’ are seriously poisonous.2 

Plant Heritage has announced 11 new plant collections,3 and two collection holders 
have been  awarded the title ‘Plant Custodian’ for their contribution to the scientific 
study of a genus.4 Yet ten important genera, including Achillea, Antirrhinum, Eryngium 
and Forsythia. do not figure among the 630 existing collections.4 In the last issue I 
mentioned three Plants of the Year’ from Chelsea – a clematis, a geum, and a 
calendula. These were selected from a host of nominations, by stringent criteria.4 They 
must have innovation (and no previous exhibition at a public show), appeal, excellence 
and impact, and there must be a sufficiency of plants available for public sale. One 
runner-up, NightSky (sic), a deep violet blue petunia speckled with white spots and 
splashes4,5 – just the type of ‘new plant’ that I consider a remarkable achievement, but 
unattractive – has caused some disappointment. The intensity of the background 
colour, and hence the contrast, varies with night temperature, a disadvantage 
acknowledged from the start by the sponsors.4,6 

Many of our garden plants, of course, have been derived by selection from British wild 
flowers for increased size, doubling, desirable colour7 – with loss of undesirable 
characteristics. The garden variants of the lesser celandine (itself a shining beauty of 
the spring) are said to have lost the invasiveness by seeding and spreading stems 
underground that make the original a tiresome weed. A fascinating source of the 
coveted dwarf conifers for small gardens is provided by the naturally occurring ‘witch’s 
brooms’, those tangled masses of abnormal growth seen frequently in birch trees, but 
also occurring in pines and other conifers. Insects, fungi, nematodes, etc., can cause 
upsets in the plant’s growth hormonal system, and material from the resulting stunted 
growth of shoots and fruits may be taken and grafted, to produce an entire miniaturised 
plant, which can be propagated.4 Sometimes we may wish to shorten and shape a 
normally growing tree or shrub and it takes courage to chop off the leading stem. 
However, this – pollarding –  can be done without damage to elders, poplars, Catalpa, 
Paulownia and Eucalyptus; and I have myself used this method on Mahonia.2 Not to 
forget vegetables.... how charming a potager can look10 when embellished with kale, 
such as the five (of 20) varieties, with different degrees of curliness, given the AGM in 
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a Wisley trial.7 I am permitted to highlight the appearance of this vegetable since the 
texture and taste of cooked leaves do not seem to have been among the criteria used 
in the rating. 

The delightful movement to create wild flower meadows gathers momentum, and they 
can be established on roundabouts and central reservations on roads, as seen in 
Bristol on the M32 and in several other cities.2 The introduction of ‘green’ roofs and 
walls into cities has been shown to have profound effects in reducing noise levels and 
air pollution.7 Here, Bristol Royal Infirmary has created a roof garden for patients and 
staff: we must hope that this continues to be supervised and maintained when the 
initial interest has waned.8 In Clifton, we are lucky to have many open spaces, and 
well-grown trees; though concern has been expressed that the latter may be gradually 
declining by the felling of trees in private gardens. Judicious clearance of scrub and 
bamboo and thinning overcrowded areas are improving the landscape at Wakehurst 
Place, for example revealing the full height of the tallest tree, a Douglas Fir.9 RHS 
Wisley has obtained Heritage Lottery funding, to create a new Centre for Horticultural 
Science, to refurbish the laboratory and to develop the herbarium – also to allow the 
Society to refine a further application.2  

Wisley is undertaking research into the various methods used to control slugs and 
snails (such as I have described in detail before now). These pests have been 
particularly troublesome this year,10 and this autumn has also been a bad season for 
fungal infestations.1 However, precious completely disease-free elm trees may be 
protected by annual injections of a ‘vaccine’, known as Dutch Trig.4 The Asian hornet 
has become established in the UK.6,7 These insects present a considerable danger to 
bees, rather than to man – though I am phobic about them, having encountered the, 
larger, European hornet when I was a child. The position of glyphosate, the very widely 
used systemic weedkiller, is uncertain. It has been unhelpfully reported to be ‘probably 
carcinogenic’, and the evidence  needs scrutiny to determine the degree of risk, if any. 
Its use is still permitted at present in the European Community.1  

Finally ... the original bramley is dying in old age. The tree is over 200 years old, a very 
good age for an apple tree, and like many old humans it is succumbing to an infection, 
a longstanding infection by honey fungus. This famous cooking apple, ‘Bramley’s 
Seedling’, arose spontaneously in 1809 and dissemination of the variety began in 
1856.2 

1Which? Gardening September 2016;  2The Garden 141(10) October 2016; 3Plant 
Heritage 24(1) Autumn 2016; 4The Plantsman 15(3) September 2016; 5Which? 
Gardening October 2016; 6Which? Gardening November 2016; 7The Garden 141(11) 
November 2016; 8Wildlife (Avon Wildlife Trust) Issue 107, Autumn 2016; 9Kew 
Magazine Autumn 2016; 10The Garden 141(9) September 2016. 

Further information from David Speller 

(dave.speller@virginmedia.com; 0117 929 8425) 
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ALL THE PINKS AND REDS                                                                        
(with reference to the picture on the cover)   

The splendour of certain shrubs in Autumn gives us our display at the end 
of this year. It has been a wonderful autumn with lots of sunshine and 
calm weather deepening the colour of leaves and flower heads which 
remain on the plants in a magical suspension.    

For our Friday painting group, a friend had picked a spray from two of her 
hydrangea bushes H.quercifolia (oak-leaved hydrangea) with its large 
and, by now, red and purple leaves, and H,macrophylla with its lace-cap 
centre of seed heads, surrounded by the outer, sterile flowers turning from 
pale wash to deep pinks.   I have added  rose hips from Rosa chinensis, 
also the chewing-gum pink berries of the Spindle Tree,  just about to 
reveal their orange seeds, Euonymous Europeaus ‘Redascade’  and 
finally another Euronymous with leaves of a delicate pink.  These last I 
photographed (not picked)  from the Botanic Gardens, together with one 
of the many red Maples or Acers of course.   Such colours – could we be 
in New England?                                                                        Sallie Fox 

 

FROM SUE AND PAULINE 

Time has caught up with us!   We have enjoyed producing the newsletter 
but feel that after ten years it is time for a change.  Before we took over 

most editions were delivered by hand and when David Speller first 
produced it, it was a monthly newsletter!  Those were the days! 

We want to thank all our loyal contributors particularly David  whose very 
readable contributions should have reached far more people, and Sallie 
for her superb illustrations.    She has either produced a fine picture for 
the front cover or found others to do the same.    Christine Baldwin has 

been a human spell-checker to whom we are very grateful. 

It is always sad when something has to change and we hope that any 
new form of communication is a success, and of course, if there is 

anyone out there prepared to produce another more up-to-date 
newsletter the Committee will always be pleased to hear.     

Thank you all very much.   

Clifton Garden Society is very special and must continue to be so. 


