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FROM THE EDITORS 
 

As you will have read in the last newsletter, Sue and Pauline are giving up editing the 
newsletter after ten years. We’re sure you will join with us in thanking them for all their 
hard work. The three of us have agreed to take over but are proposing some changes. We 
would like to make more use of electronic communication since the majority of members 
have access to email and the internet. This will save the society the cost of printing and 
postage. We are therefore going to produce a paper newsletter only twice a year but will 
supplement this with regular emails (e-news) and information on the website. Details of all 
planned visits will be available on the website, in the e-news and in the next Newsletter. 
 

New arrangements 
To make this work we need to have email addresses for as many members as possible: 
 
Please make sure that Brenda Thomas (bim.thomas@gmail.com) has your email address.  
 
We appreciate that not everyone has access to email and the internet. Please let Brenda 
know if you would need to receive information by post. (Tel: 0117 401 2741) 
 
We aim to publish the first e-news in mid-May and the next paper newsletter in September. 
We would welcome any contributions from members. These could be short articles or 
information about upcoming events.  
Please send to Gundula Dorey (aghdorey@blueyonder.co.uk). 
 
Copy dates:  1 May for e-news         1 August for September newsletter 
Our new website is on www.cliftongardensociety.co.uk  We hope that you like it. Please 
send any comments to the webmaster Brian Joseph on josef46@hotmail.co.uk  
   
Jean Martin, Chris Purvis and Gundula Dorey 
 

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

THE APOSTLE ROOM, CLIFTON CATHEDRAL, BS8 3BX 
THURSDAY 27 APRIL 2017 7.00PM FOR 7.30PM 

 
Please note that the Annual Reports will be distributed at the meeting 

 
Drinks and nibbles will be served before the meeting 

 
Following the AGM there will be an illustrated talk 

Journey through Japan by David Burgess 
 

Please phone Gillian Joseph on 973 7296 if you have any queries about the meeting 

http://www.cliftongardensociety.co.uk/
mailto:josef46@hotmail.co.uk
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VISIT TO BADDESLEY CLINTON 
 

Monday 27 March 2017 
Please note change of date  

 
Depart Jacob’s Wells 8.50 am, Christ Church 9.00am, Clifton Cathedral 9.05 am 

 
Baddesley Clinton is a moated manor house set deep within its own parkland. There has 
been a house on the site since medieval times but it has been changed and developed 
through time. The Ferrers family occupied the house through the centuries. They were a 
Catholic family which is reflected in the priest holes in the house. They continued to occupy 
the house until Victorian times and the last owners made considerable changes to the 
house. The old Great Hall was demolished to open up a view over the moat but the new 
Great Hall is an impressive room with heraldic devices of the Ferrers and paintings by 
members of the family. Unfortunately the house is partly closed while restoration work is 
being done. 
 
The house is approached through meadowland to a 15th century gatehouse. The gardens 
evoke the atmosphere rather than the period of the house. There is a colourful walled 
garden and a kitchen garden providing fruit and vegetables for the restaurant. In the 
courtyard in front of the house is a bed in the shape of the heraldic shield of the Ferrers 
family. Our last visit to Baddesley Clinton was at a similar time of year and I remember drifts 
of daffodils. There is also a lakeside walk. 
 
The Barn restaurant serves hot meals, drinks and snacks and the Stables offers light 
refreshments. There is also a shop with not only gifts but local produce and plants and a 
second hand bookshop. 
 
The cost of the visit will be £22.25 to include coach fare, driver’s gratuity and entrance to the 
property for National Trust members. Non-National Trust members will be responsible for 
paying their own entry to the property. 
 
Please compete the enclosed booking form and return it together with your cheque payable 
to Clifton Garden Society to Christine Baldwin, 38 Derham Road, Bishopsworth, Bristol BS13 
7SB (Tel: 964 1648) no later than Saturday 11 March 2017.  
Confirmation will be sent by e-mail unless you include a SAE with your cheque. 
 

  



 

4 
 

VISIT TO LYDNEY PARK SPRING GARDENS 

 

Wednesday 19 April  
Please note change of date 

 
Depart Jacob’s Wells Road 12.45 pm, Christ Church 12.55 pm, Clifton Cathedral 1.00pm 
 
The park dates from the 17th century and the garden is set in an eight acre woodland valley 
with lakes and a profusion of rhododendrons, azaleas and other flowering shrubs. In the 
formal gardens are magnolias and daffodils. Enormous effort has gone into the plant design, 
colour combination and general landscaping. Nearby is the Roman Camp and Museum 
containing the famous bronze Lydney dog. Afternoon teas will be available. 
 
The cost of the visit will be £21 per person which includes the coach fare, driver’s gratuity 
and entrance.  
 
Please complete the enclosed booking form and send with a cheque payable to Clifton 
Garden Society to Gillian Joseph, 46 Princess Victoria Street, Clifton, BS8 4BZ (Tel: 973 7296) 
no later than Saturday 1 April. Confirmation will be sent by e-mail unless you include a 
SAE with your cheque. 
 
 

VISIT TO BURROW FARM GARDENS 
 

Wednesday 10th May 2017 
 
Depart Jacob's Wells Road 9.0am, Christ Church 9.15am,Clifton Cathedral 9.20am 

 
Burrow Farm Gardens, between Axminster and Honiton, cover thirteen acres and comprise 
7 different gardens, one of which, the Anniversary Garden, was created in 2010 to celebrate 
50 years at Burrow Farm for John and Mary Benger. Two hundred and fifty wild orchids have 
been planted in the Wildflower Meadow and there should be bluebells in the Woodland 
Garden. Then there is the Millenium Garden, the Rose Garden, the Azalea Glade and the 
Terrace Garden. Not only does a Nursery sell plants and proffers advice but there is a Gift 
Shop as well. Most vital of all, of course, are the Tea Rooms where coffee, tea and light 
lunches are served from 10am to 5pm. 
 
Please note there is wheelchair access to some parts of the garden, tea room, shop and 
nursery. 
 
The cost will be £28 per person to include coach fare, driver`s gratuity and entrance.  
 
Please complete the enclosed booking form and send with a cheque to Brenda Thomas, 7 
Avon Court, Beaufort Road, Bristol BS8 2JT (Tel: 401 2741) no later than Monday 1 May. 
Confirmation will be sent by e-mail unless you include a SAE with your cheque. 
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DAVID SPELLER’S GARDEN MISCELLANY 

As I write, I am being distracted by the trapeze acts of the blackbirds, which have discovered 
the berries on the flexible branches of my myrtle tree. Useful food for them in this, for 
gardeners, inactive time, when we can enjoy – and often bring indoors – the delicate, plants 
which can be called Heralds of the Season,1 snowdrops, aconites, enchanting hellebores, 
daphnes, Iris unguicularis, and the surprising winter leaves of Arum italicum. 
 
Soon the ‘spring bulbs’ will be creating a more strident display, and there are bold early 
shrubs already flowering, such as the witch hazels (Hamamelis).2 A three-year RHS trial gave 
the Award of Garden Merit (AGM) to 17 out of 138 cultivars, with a colour range from pale 
yellow to deep orange, and it was noted that the leaves of some assumed strong autumn 
colour, increasing their garden value. The word ‘acacia’ does not immediately conjure a 
vision of spectacular display, but this genus does not now refer to spiny African shrubs but to 
the Australian ‘wattles’.3 Acacia dealbata is florists’ mimosa; it is fairly hardy and can be 
grown in sunny urban sites, to overwhelming  effect. I have grown from seed Acacia 
pravissima, which has attractive scale-like foliage and mimosa-flowers, but all the plants 
failed after two seasons of excellent growth, perhaps through lack of sufficient sun for 
effective root development.3 
 
At this idle season, I have been reflecting on the immense current popularity and prestige of 
plants, gardens and gardening. This seems more than simply a reaction to national and 
international events – the feeling that we are unable to have a wider beneficial effect but 
must, with Voltaire’s Candide, simply ‘cultiver notre jardin’. Up front … Wales is aiming to 
become a ‘pollinator-friendly country’, with an initiative from its National Assembly to 
provide a habitat encouraging to pollinating insects, and to avoid chemical damage to them.3  
There is to be a revival of the idea of a ‘garden city’, at Ebbsfleet in north Kent.3 This is a 
much-delayed commercial development of the area of the station on the London-Paris 
railway line. It is designed to deliver up to 15,000 homes, but one third of the site will be 
‘green’ with a ‘garden grid’ of walkways with seven main parks, including dramatic man-
made landscapes and wetland habitats. 
 
With the current concern, nationally and worldwide, about air pollution, even the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) is issuing advice on the careful choice of street trees to 
create the best conditions of air, protection, shade, etc.1 They mention the usefulness of 
‘green walls’, and a number of such have been installed at Heathrow airport.1 Extensive 
landfill sites are to be turned into wild flower meadows.3 Birmingham University plans to 
create a ‘green heart’, of native and exotic trees and other plants, centred on the iconic clock 
tower in its campus.2 I hope that everyone has visited and appreciated the excellent 
plantings and the ‘green wall’ adjacent to our own University’s new biological sciences 
building. Of course, the RHS is to open a fifth major garden, in Salford, at Worsley New Hall, 
beginning with restoration of the walled garden. A curator has been appointed and a partial 
opening is projected for summer 2019.2 
 
There is further recognition of the well-being achieved by the activity of gardening. A major 
provider of retirement accommodation is to incorporate ‘community gardens’ in subsequent 
homes.3 Freedom from Torture has instituted a Natural Growth project to bring relief to 
some of its most traumatised subjects, offering the experience of practical gardening or 
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simply a relaxed environment in which to receive psychotherapy..4 Sadly we see some of this 
enthusiasm defeated by ‘austerity’, with reduction of funding to public parks3 and 
suppression of allotments1 all over the country. 
 
Well, we must get on with planning an energetic beginning for the gardening season. What 
about those bulbs that bloomed indoors at Christmas? Most bulbs that have been forced for 
this purpose do not perform well if planted out, though hyacinths produce attractive smaller, 
simpler flowers. Some popular varieties of narcissus, such as paper-white, are not hardy in 
the UK.3  For onward indoor display, especially on our kitchen window sills, we can welcome 
two new moth orchids (Phalaenopsis) which have received the Award of Garden Merit 
(AGM) and which are available in supermarkets such as M&S and Tesco, the compact ‘Purple 
Princess’ and ‘Kleopatra 4’.3,5 
 
Which? trials reveal that there are still problems with many peat-free composts, in both 
texture and nutrient balance.6 The choice of compost is complex and, of course, limited by 
local availability and accessibility. A bargain for raising young plants would be B&Q Verve 
Multipurpose (58% peat), which, however, performed rather less well for growth from seed.6  
In surveys of gardeners’ satisfaction with plant retailers offering postal sales, Crocus headed 
the list in general and in more than one category, only just being beaten by David Austin in 
the rose/climber category, and up there with Peter Nyssen, Bloms Bulbs, RHS Plants and 
Suttons in the bulb category.7 A year-long survey of garden supplies at Aldi and Lidl 
concluded that, with constant vigilance for offers and circumspection, good value could be 
obtained, particularly for propagation equipment and hand tools.5 Their composts, however, 
did not perform very well in trials.6 
 
It seems that the Asian hornet may have been contained in the UK for the present.1 Watch 
out though for the Asian ‘super ant’ – which is expert at ‘farming’ aphids!7 Finally … more 
familiar pests… During the replacement of my collapsing garden shed I found on the wall 
behind it a colony of 91 hibernating snails, with their reduced bodies protected by opercula 
over the entry to the shells. Slugs cannot survive winter in this way, but seek shelter while 
remaining active in warmer spells – which accounts for the holes that keep appearing in the 
leaves of their favourite, true clary sage (Salvia sclarea). 
 
Ninety-one fewer snails in my garden for 2017 … but it is estimated that the average UK 
garden has a population of more than 20,000 slugs and snails.8 So I am not sympathetic to a 
plea to find a mate for ‘Jeremy’, a lonely snail found on a London compost heap, with a shell 
spiralling anticlockwise – rather than clockwise, as is usual – and genitalia similarly 
displaced.2 
 
1The Garden 142(1) January 2017; 2The Garden 142(2) February 2017; 3The Garden 141(12) 
December 2016; 4www.freedomfromtorture.org; 5The Plantsman 15(4) December 2016; 6 

Which? Gardening January/February 2017; 7Which? Gardening December 2016; 8www. 
countryfile.com 

 
Further information  (including choice of compost) from David Speller 

(dave.speller@virginmedia.com; 0117 929 8425) 

 
 

mailto:dave.speller@virginmedia.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

FEBRUARY 
THURS 16 Lecture – Iridescence in plants by Matt Jacobs FUBBG 
  7.30pm at The Frank Theatre, Tyndall Avenue, BS8 1TL  Guests £5 
TUES 28 Lecture – Edible flowers 
  by Jekka McVicar  7.30pm Abbots Leigh Village Hall Guests £5 WoEHG 
MARCH 
SAT 4 Walk – Meet the Avon goat keeper and the herd of goats AGWP 
  10.30am to 12 noon £4 per person booking essential phone: 903 0609 
  Note: very steep slopes and uneven ground 
TUES 14 Talk – Our local raptors or are they? Bird expert Ed Drewett  AGWP 
  will discuss the migration of some of our birds of prey  
  7-8pm £4 per person booking essential phone: 903 0609 
THURS 16 Lecture – Romans and Roses – a personal history of Italian FUBBG 
  Gardens by James Bolton at 9pm after the AGM at 7pm 
  The Frank Theatre, Tyndall Avenue, BS8 1TL  Guests £5 
MON 27 CGS Event – Visit to Baddesley Clinton (NT), Warwickshire 
  See the Newsletter for details and booking form 
TUES 28 Lecture – British slugs – can we forgive them by Ben Rowson AGWP 
  who will discuss their evolution, behaviour and diversity.  
  7-8pm £4 per person booking essential phone: 903 0609 
TUES 28 Lecture – Planting with the moon by Bernard Jarman who will WoEHG 
  discuss the moon’s role in plant growth 
  7.30pm Abbots Leigh Village Hall Guests £5 
APRIL 
SUN 2 Walk – Gorge-ous plants. Discover spring flowering rarities on a AGWP 
  scramble around the gorge with botanist Libby Houston 
  10.30am to 12noon £5 per person booking essential phone: 903 0609 
  Note: steep slopes and uneven ground 
FRI  4 to Easter Sculpture Festival and Quilting Exhibition FUBBG 
MON 7 10am to 5pm at the University Botanic Garden 
WED 19 CGS Event – Visit to Lydney Park Spring Gardens 
  See Newsletter for details and booking form 
TUES 25 Lecture – Herbs for arthritis and joint health by herbalists  WoEHG 
  Annwen Jones and Becs Griffiths 
  7.30pm Abbots Leigh Village Hall Guests £5 
THURS 27 CGS Event – AGM and lecture 
  See Newsletter for details 
MAY 
WED 10 CGS Event – Visit to Barrow Farm Gardens, Devon 
  See Newsletter for details and booking form 
JUNE 
SUN 25 CGS Event - Visit to Hidcote and Blockley Gardens open under the  
  NGS scheme 
  Full details in e-news and on website 
 
KEY: AGWP Avon Gorge Wildlife Project AGT Avon Gardens Trust FUBBG Friends of University of 
Bristol Botanic Garden NGS National Gardens Scheme NT National Trust UoB University of Bristol  
WoEHG West of England Herb Group  
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CAMELLIAS IN POTS 

 
You may remember the article and picture from January 2010 – 6th January to be exact – 
with freezing conditions as there are today on 26th January 2017.  It is 5pm, and I have just 
thrown a light fleece over our Camellia williamsii Bow Bells*, growing in a pot just 3ft away 
from our garden room door, to prevent the open flowers from browning. This may not be 
necessary at all as the C. williamsii are reasonably hardy and its position is a good one; it sits 
in the shelter of a low wall near the house and receives the sunshine after midday. For us, 
on a winter morning, it is a heart-warming sight while we eat breakfast. The funnel-shaped 
rose-pink flowers, with their central, thick crown of golden stamens, are winners. So I make 
no apology for repeating this one. Year after year it has never let us down, sometimes giving 
us flowers in December, still flowering in March! 
 
It has not the glossiest, darkest green leaves nor the most exotic flowers but it is a gorgeous 
sight. Trained as a standard from a 6" cutting we bought (from a member of the Hewer 
family – good stock), I have learned the hard way how to care for a camellia in a pot:  
 

 Pot-on every other year, increasing the size very 
gradually, always into ericaceous compost. Top-
dress with the same in other years. We have 
come to the end of our potting-on time. Extra 
help is needed for the next change! 

 

 Beware a pot-bound camellia. Yellowing leaves 
are an indication of this. We rescued 'Bow Bells' 
after being given a valuable tip by feeding with 
cold tea. It worked wonderfully. 

 

 Prune back lightly after flowering but it is not 
absolutely necessary. 

 
This month's The Garden magazine has a page on 
Camellias in Pots and some excellent advice, eg 
never let pots dry out. For more, search 'Grow 
Camellia' at www.rhs.org.uk. 
 
Sallie Fox 
 
* In the 2010 article I called our camellia 'Marjorie' quite wrongly. Mother-in-law Marjorie 
might have bought it for us. 'Bow Bells' is the name, as I found when sifting through old 
labels. 
 
 

 

February 2017 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/

